	FIRST-CLASS BID TO RESTORE POST OFFICE

Rossendale Borough Councillor Darryl Smith has vowed to deliver on one of his election pledges - by restoring the post office service in Stubbins.  The village’s post office, on Bolton Road North, closed in February after the sub-postmaster retired.  Now Councillor Smith is stepping up efforts to find a replacement.

Councillor Smith, who was elected to represent Eden ward in May, said: ‘It was one of my election pledges to look into getting a service back in Stubbins and I’m determined to do all I can’.  ‘I was born in Chatterton, where my mother still lives and used to live in Stubbins, so I know a post service is needed and has been missed since it closed’.  ‘There are quite a few elderly people living in the area and with few regular bus services, getting to Ramsbottom or Edenfield post offices can be difficult’.

He has held talks with a representative from Royal Mail to discuss what is required.  Councillor Smith said: ‘The closure was only temporary until a new sub-postmaster could be found and that is what is needed’.  ‘A full time service is not necessarily warranted but any provision is better than none’.  ‘Ideally Royal Mail is looking for it to be available between 19 and 25 hours a week, but are open to any offers’.  ‘The service does not have to be run from the former premises, or even a shop, it can be based in someone’s house, which many people might not realise’.

Interested parties will have an interview with Royal Mail and, if successful, full training will be given beforehand, and ongoing support is given when the position is taken on’.

If you are interested you can contact Councillor Smith for more details on 01706 829221.
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